
What’s a lie? (Intro to conceptual analysis)

Case 1 : Jane believes that the Earth is flat. And she says to
Jim ‘Hey Jim, the Earth is flat’.

Here’s the proposed analysis again:

A person S lies about
a proposition P

(False) (True)



i) S states P (True)

ii) P is false (True)

Now, let’s test the analysis above against Case 1.
The analysis fails. Saying something false is not sufficient for lying.
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